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“US AGAINST YOU” by Fredrik Backman-Fiction/Humor-Satire
A small community tucked deep in the forest, Beartown is home to tough, hardworking people who don’t expect life to be
easy or fair. No matter how difficult times get, they’ve always been able to take pride in their local ice hockey team. So
it’s a cruel blow when they hear that Beartown ice hockey might soon be disbanded. What makes it worse is the obvious
satisfaction that all the former Beartown players, who now play for a rival team in the neighboring town of Hed, take in
that fact. As the tension mounts between the two adversaries, a newcomer arrives who gives Beartown hockey a
surprising new coach and a chance at a comeback.
Soon a team starts to take shape around Amat, the fastest player you’ll ever see; Benji, the intense lone wolf; always
dutiful and eager-to-please Bobo; and Vidar, a born-to-be-bad troublemaker. But bringing this team together proves to be
a challenge as old bonds are broken, new ones are formed, and the town’s enmity with Hed grows more and more acute.
As the big game approaches, the not-so-innocent pranks and incidents between the communities pile up and their mutual
contempt intensifies. By the time the last goal is scored, a resident of Beartown will be dead, and the people of both towns
will be forced to wonder if, after everything, the game they love can ever return to something as simple and innocent as a
field of ice, two nets, and two teams. Us against you.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“THE MOSCOW OFFENSIVE” by Dale Brown-Fiction/Military Espionage
America’s first line of defense—Brad McLanahan and the heroes of the Iron Wolf Squadron—must counter a dangerous
Russian strike from within the homeland in this cutting-edge tale from the New York Times master of the high-tech
military thriller, Dale Brown.
On a remote island estate, a billionaire investor sells his air freight company to a mysterious new owner. The purchaser is
none other than the President of Russia, Gennadiy Gryzlov. The Russians will use these private planes to secretly
transport dangerous cargo into the United States.
The inept American President Stacy Anne Barbeau has failed to account for the Russian threat. But others have been
vigilant and will not leave America defenseless. Brad McLanahan and the Iron Wolf Squadron have joined forces with the
newly formed Alliance of Free Nations in Eastern Europe, to prepare for the attack they know is imminent. Working with
the most cutting-edge technology, the team will deploy CIDs—Cybernetic Infantry Devices—twelve-foot-tall humanoid
combat robots, each armed with more firepower than a conventional platoon.
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But their state-of-the-art weapons may not be enough to combat the threat. The Russians have managed to reverse
engineer their own combat robots nearly decimated in a previous attack, and have slowly begun smuggling them across
America’s borders. Dealing with an unprecedented danger and a feckless president and congress, McLanahan and the Iron
Wolf Squadron will once again put their own lives on the line to check this new Russian peril and keep the home of the
brave and the free world safe.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“THE PATCHWORK BRIDE” by Sandra Dallas-Fiction/Historical Family Life

Ellen is putting the finishing touches on a wedding quilt made from scraps of old dresses when the bride-to-be―her
granddaughter June―unexpectedly arrives and announces she’s calling off the marriage. With the tending of June’s
uncertain heart in mind, Ellen tells her the story of Nell, a Kansas-born woman who goes to the High Plains of New
Mexico Territory in 1898 in search of a husband.
Working as a biscuit-shooter, Nell falls for a cowboy named Buddy. She sees a future together, but she can’t help
wondering if his feelings for her are true. When Buddy breaks her heart, she runs away.
In her search for a soul mate, Nell will run away from marriage twice more before finding the love of her life. It’s a tale
filled with excitement, heartbreak, disappointment, and self-discovery―as well as with hard-earned life lessons about
love. Another stunning, emotional novel from a master storyteller.
Look in Merlin Catalog

“THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP: HORROR STORIES OF THE SEA” – Various Authors-Science
Fiction Horror Stories
Stranded on a desert island, a young man yearns for objects from his past. A local from a small coastal town in England is
found dead as the tide goes out. A Norwegian whaling ship is stranded in the Arctic, its crew threatened by mysterious
forces. In the nineteenth century, a ship drifts in becalmed waters in the Indian Ocean, those on it haunted by their evil
deeds. A surfer turned diver discovers there are things worse than drowning under the sea. Something from the sea is
creating monsters on land.
In The Devil and the Deep, award-winning editor Ellen Datlow shares an all-original anthology of horror that covers the
depths of the deep blue sea, with brand new stories from New York Times bestsellers and award-winning authors such as
Seanan McGuire, Christopher Golden, Stephen Graham Jones, and more.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“THE FRENCH GIRL” by Lexie Elliott-Fiction/Thriller/Suspense
They were six university students from Oxford--friends and sometimes more than friends--spending an idyllic week
together in a French farmhouse. It was supposed to be the perfect summer getaway...until they met Severine, the girl next
door.
For Kate Channing, Severine was an unwelcome presence, her inscrutable beauty undermining the close-knit group's
loyalties amid the already simmering tensions. And after a huge altercation on the last night of the holiday, Kate knew
nothing would ever be the same. There are some things you can't forgive. And there are some people you can't forget...like
Severine, who was never seen again.
Now, a decade later, the case is reopened when Severine's body is found in the well behind the farmhouse. Questioned
along with her friends, Kate stands to lose everything she's worked so hard to achieve as suspicion mounts around her.
Desperate to resolve her own shifting memories and fearful she will be forever bound to the woman whose presence still
haunts her, Kate finds herself buried under layers of deception with no one to set her free...
Find in Merlin Catalog

“THE VIEW FROM HERE” by Lynn Hinton-Fiction/Drama/Divorce
Katie Sinclair climbed up a loblolly pine just to see if she could. And then she stayed, creating a media sensation and
more than a little trouble for the folks in Jones County, North Carolina. There is a lot of speculation about why the state
employee took to the tree. Some think she is making a political statement about the destruction of forests for urban
development. Others believe her recent divorce has driven her to a nervous breakdown.
But the truth is she’s living in a tree because she needs a new perspective. She needs a wider view of a life that had
somehow become tedious and small. From her perch high above, Katie deals with the deputy who keeps being sent to try
and talk her down, a brutal spring storm, well-meaning environmentalists, odd and interesting townspeople, a pair of
protective horned owls, a mysterious reporter, and even some dangerous "boys" sent by a local developer whose plans
demand removal of her tree.
There is plenty for Katie to take in while living in a tree. The View From Here is her story. Author Lynne Hinton’s
elegant, effortless prose shows us as if we were on the landing beside Katie what Katie is seeing and learning about birds,
sky, wind, her neighbors and other people. But she -- and us with her, her reader -- is changed primarily by what she
discovers about herself, about grief and forgiveness, and about the true love that has been in front of her for most of her
life. No reader will be unmoved by the imaginative conceit of this novel or its wise, lyrical, and empathetic telling crafted
by a master writer.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“ISLAND OF THE MAD” by Laurie King-Fiction/British Detective
With Mrs. Hudson gone from their lives and domestic chaos building, the last thing Mary Russell and her husband,
Sherlock Holmes, need is to help an old friend with her mad and missing aunt.
Lady Vivian Beaconsfield has spent most of her adult life in one asylum after another, since the loss of her brother and
father in the Great War. And although her mental state seemed to be improving, she’s now disappeared after an outing
from Bethlem Royal Hospital . . . better known as Bedlam.
Russell wants nothing to do with the case—but she can’t say no. And at least it will get her away from the challenges of
housework and back to the familiar business of investigation. To track down the vanished woman, she brings to the fore
her deductive instincts and talent for subterfuge—and of course enlists her husband’s legendary prowess. Together,
Russell and Holmes travel from the grim confines of Bedlam to the winding canals and sun-drenched Lido cabarets of
Venice—only to find the foreboding shadow of Benito Mussolini darkening the fate of a city, an era, and a tormented
English lady of privilege.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“FIGHT NO MORE” by Lydia Millet-Fiction/Short Stories Satire
In her first story collection since Love in Infant Monkeys, which became a Pulitzer Prize finalist, Lydia Millet explores
what it means to be home. Nina, a lonely real-estate broker estranged from her only relative, is at the center of a web of
stories connecting fractured communities and families. She moves through the houses of L.A.’s wealthy elite and finds
men and women both crass and tender, vicious and desperate. With wit and intellect, Millet offers profound insight into
human behavior from the ordinary to the bizarre: strong-minded girls are beset by the helpless, myopic executives are
tormented by their employees, and beastly men do beastly things.
Fresh off the critical triumph of Sweet Lamb of Heaven (longlisted for the National Book Award), Millet is pioneering a
new kind of satire―compassionate toward its victims and hilariously brutal in its depiction of modern American life.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“LYING IN WAIT” BY Liz Nugent-Fiction/Crime-Murder
From the international bestselling author of Unraveling Oliver, an “unputdownable psychological thriller with an ending
that lingers long after turning the final page” (The Irish Times) about a Dublin family whose dark secrets and twisted
relationships are suddenly revealed.
On the surface, Lydia Fitzsimons has the perfect life—wife of a respected, successful judge, mother to a beloved son,
mistress of a beautiful house in Dublin. That beautiful house, however, holds a secret. And when Lydia’s son, Laurence,
discovers its secret, wheels are set in motion that lead to an increasingly claustrophobic and devastatingly dark climax.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“BRING ME BACK” by B.A. Paris-Fiction/Suspense
Fin and Layla are young, in love, and on vacation. They’re driving along the highway when Finn decides to stop at a
service station to use the restroom. He hops out of the car, locks the doors behind him, and goes inside. When he returns
Layla is gone―never to be seen again. That is the story Finn told to the police. But it is not the whole story.
Ten years later Finn is engaged to Layla’s sister, Ellen. Their shared grief over what happened to Layla drew them close
and now they intend to remain together. Still, there’s something about Ellen that Finn has never fully understood. His
heart wants to believe that she is the one for him...even though a sixth sense tells him not to trust her.
Then, not long before he and Ellen are to be married, Finn gets a phone call. Someone from his past has seen
Layla―hiding in plain sight. There are other odd occurrences: Long-lost items from Layla’s past that keep turning up
around Finn and Ellen’s house. Emails from strangers who seem to know too much. Secret messages, clues, warnings. If
Layla is alive―and on Finn’s trail―what does she want? And how much does she know?
A tour de force of psychological suspense, Bring Me Back will have you questioning everything and everyone until its
stunning climax.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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HOW HARD CAN IT BE? By Allison Pearson-Fiction/Humorous Divorce

Kate Reddy had it all: a nice home, two adorable kids, a good husband. Then her kids became teenagers (read: monsters).
Richard, her husband, quit his job, taking up bicycling and therapeutic counseling: drinking green potions, dressing head
to toe in Lycra, and spending his time―and their money―on his own therapy. Since Richard no longer sees a regular
income as part of the path to enlightenment, it’s left to Kate to go back to work.
Companies aren’t necessarily keen on hiring 49-year-old mothers, so Kate does what she must: knocks a few years off her
age, hires a trainer, joins a Women Returners group, and prepares a new resume that has a shot at a literary prize for
experimental fiction.
When Kate manages to secure a job at the very hedge fund she founded, she finds herself in an impossible juggling act:
proving herself (again) at work, dealing with teen drama, and trying to look after increasingly frail parents as the clock
keeps ticking toward her 50th birthday. Then, of course, an old flame shows up out of the blue, and Kate finds herself
facing off with everyone from Russian mobsters to a literal stallion.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“LITTLE BIG LOVE” by Katy Regan-Fiction/Coming of Age
Ten-year-old Zac Hutchinson collects facts: octopuses have three hearts, Usain Bolt is the fastest man on earth. But no
one will tell him the one thing he wants to know most: who his father is and where he went.
When Zac's mother, Juliet, inadvertently admits that his dad is the only man she's ever loved, Zac decides he is going to
find him and deliver his mom the happily ever after she deserves.
But Liam Jones left for a reason, and as Zac searches for clues of his father, Juliet begins to rebuild what shattered on the
day that was at once the happiest and most heartbreaking of her life.
Told through the eyes of Zac, Juliet, and Grandfather Mick, Little Big Love is a layered, heartfelt, utterly satisfying story
about family, love, and the secrets that can define who we are.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“THE FALL OF INNOCENCE” by Jenny Torres Sanchez-Fiction/Depression/Mental Illness
For the past eight years, sixteen-year-old Emilia DeJesus has done her best to move on from the traumatic attack she
suffered in the woods behind her elementary school. She's forced down the memories--the feeling of the twigs cracking
beneath her, choking on her own blood, unable to scream. Most of all, she's tried to forget about Jeremy Lance, the boy
responsible, the boy who caused her such pain. Emilia believes that the crows who watched over her that day, who helped
her survive, are still on her side, encouraging her to live fully. And with the love and support of her mother, brother, and
her caring boyfriend, Emilia is doing just that.
But when a startling discovery about her attacker's identity comes to light, and the memories of that day break through the
mental box in which she'd shut them away, Emilia is forced to confront her new reality and make sense of shifting truths
about her past, her family, and herself.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU LULULEMONS” by Lauren Weisberger-Fiction/Sports/Humor
Welcome to Greenwich, Connecticut, where the lawns and the women are perfectly manicured, the Tito’s and sodas are
extra strong, and everyone has something to say about the infamous new neighbor.
Let’s be clear: Emily Charlton does not do the suburbs. After leaving Miranda Priestly, she’s been working in Hollywood
as an image consultant to the stars, but recently, Emily’s lost a few clients. She’s hopeless with social media. The new
guard is nipping at her heels. She needs a big opportunity, and she needs it now.
When Karolina Hartwell, a gorgeous former supermodel, is arrested for a DUI, her fall from grace is merciless. Her
senator-husband leaves her, her Beltway friends disappear, and the tabloids pounce.
In Karolina, Emily finds her comeback opportunity. But she quickly learns Greenwich is a world apart and that this
comeback needs a team approach.
So it is that Emily, the scorned Karolina, and their mutual friend Miriam, a powerful attorney turned stay-at-home
suburban mom, band together to not only navigate the social land mines of suburban Greenwich but win back the hearts of
the American public. Along the way, an indispensable ally emerges in one Miranda Priestly.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“THE DEATH OF MRS. WESTAWAY” by Ruth Ware/Fiction Large Print/Suspense
On a day that begins like any other, Hal receives a mysterious letter bequeathing her a substantial inheritance. She realizes
very quickly that the letter was sent to the wrong person—but also that the cold-reading skills she’s honed as a tarot card
reader might help her claim the money.
Soon, Hal finds herself at the funeral of the deceased…where it dawns on her that there is something very, very wrong
about this strange situation and the inheritance at the center of it.
Full of spellbinding menace and told in Ruth Ware’s signature suspenseful style, this is an unputdownable thriller from
the Agatha Christie of our time.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“THE HILLS HAVE SPIES” by Mercedes Lackey-Fiction-Fantasy Humorous
Mags, Herald Spy of Valdemar, and his wife, Amily, the King’s Own Herald, are happily married with three kids. The
oldest, Peregrine, has the Gift of Animal Mindspeech—he can talk to animals and persuade them to act as he wishes.
Perry's dream is to follow in his father's footsteps as a Herald Spy, but he has yet to be Chosen by a Companion.
Mags is more than happy to teach Perry all he knows. He regularly trains his children, including Perry, with tests and
exercises, preparing them for the complicated and dangerous lives they will likely lead. Perry has already held positions in
the Royal Palace as a runner and in the kitchen, useful places where he can learn to listen and collect information.
But there is growing rural unrest in a community on the border of Valdemar. A report filled with tales of strange
disappearances and missing peddlers is sent to Haven by a Herald from the Pelagirs. To let Perry experience life away
from home and out in the world, Mags proposes that his son accompany him on an expedition to discover what is really
going on.
During their travels, Perry’s Animal Mindspeech allows him to communicate with the local wildlife of the Pelagirs, whose
connection to the land aids in their investigation. But the details he gleans from the creatures only deepen the mystery. As
Perry, Mags, and their animal companions draw closer to the heart of the danger, they must discover the truth behind the
disappearances at the border—before those disappearances turn deadly.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“THE EXISTENTIALIST’S SURVIVAL GUIDE” by Gordon Marino/Non-fiction/Mental
Health/Motivational
Soren Kierkegaard, Frederick Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre, and other towering figures of existentialism grasped that
human beings are, at heart, moody creatures, susceptible to an array of psychological setbacks, crises of faith, flights of
fancy, and other emotional ups and downs. Rather than understanding moods—good and bad alike—as afflictions to be
treated with pharmaceuticals, this swashbuckling group of thinkers generally known as existentialists believed that such
feelings not only offer enduring lessons about living a life of integrity, but also help us discern an inner spark that can
inspire spiritual development and personal transformation. To listen to Kierkegaard and company, how we grapple with
these feelings shapes who we are, how we act, and, ultimately, the kind of lives we lead.
In The Existentialist's Survival Guide, Gordon Marino, director of the Hong Kierkegaard Library at St. Olaf College and
boxing correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, recasts the practical takeaways existentialism offers for the twenty-first
century. From negotiating angst, depression, despair, and death to practicing faith, morality, and love, Marino dispenses
wisdom on how to face existence head-on while keeping our hearts intact, especially when the universe feels like it’s
working against us and nothing seems to matter.
What emerges are life-altering and, in some cases, lifesaving epiphanies—existential prescriptions for living with
integrity, courage, and authenticity in an increasingly chaotic, uncertain, and inauthentic age.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“LINCOLN’S LAST TRIAL” by Dan Abrams and David Fisher-Non-fiction/Civil War
At the end of the summer of 1859, twenty-two-year-old Peachy Quinn Harrison went on trial for murder in Springfield,
Illinois. Abraham Lincoln, who had been involved in more than three thousand cases—including more than twenty-five
murder trials—during his two-decades-long career, was hired to defend him. This was to be his last great case as a lawyer.
What normally would have been a local case took on momentous meaning. Lincoln’s debates with Senator Stephen
Douglas the previous fall had gained him a national following, transforming the little-known, self-taught lawyer into a
respected politician. He was being urged to make a dark-horse run for the presidency in 1860. Taking this case involved
great risk. His reputation was untarnished, but should he lose this trial, should Harrison be convicted of murder, the
spotlight now focused so brightly on him might be dimmed. He had won his most recent murder trial with a daring and
dramatic maneuver that had become a local legend, but another had ended with his client dangling from the end of a rope.
The case posed painful personal challenges for Lincoln. The murder victim had trained for the law in his office, and
Lincoln had been his friend and his mentor. His accused killer, the young man Lincoln would defend, was the son of a
close friend and loyal supporter. And to win this trial he would have to form an unholy allegiance with a longtime enemy,
a revivalist preacher he had twice run against for political office—and who had bitterly slandered Lincoln as an
“infidel…too lacking in faith” to be elected.
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Lincoln’s Last Trial captures the presidential hopeful’s dramatic courtroom confrontations in vivid detail as he fights for
his client—but also for his own blossoming political future. It is a moment in history that shines a light on our legal
system, as in this case Lincoln fought a legal battle that remains incredibly relevant today.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“BODIE ON THE ROAD” by Belinda Jones-Non-Fiction/Animal Lovers/Dogs
Bodie, mystery mix rescue pup, is on death row in a Los Angeles dog shelter, having been abandoned by his owner.
Belinda, a heartbroken woman, is in a heap on the floor of her vintage apartment, having been dumped by the man of her
dreams. Two lost souls ready to find a new life―together.

Belinda falls in love with Bodie the moment he plants his furry butt on her bare, flip-flopped foot. Soon, the two embark
on a 2,000-mile West Coast road trip, taking in spectacular Big Sur, a pack run in the wilds of Oregon, afternoon tea at
Doris Day’s dog-loving hotel in Carmel, a fragrant encounter with the creator of Kennel No.5 furfume, and a bar stop in a
small town near San Francisco where a dog was elected mayor and served for thirteen years . . .

On their soul-searching adventure, Belinda and Bodie cruise along California State Route 1, one of the most iconic
highways in America, heading towards Portland, Oregon―repeatedly voted one of the most dog-friendly cities in
America. Join Belinda and Bodie on this feelgood road trip, and you, too, will feel the wind in your hair and a wag in your
tail!
Find in Merlin Catalog

“THE TRAVELING FEAST” by Rick Bass-Non-fiction/Travel/Adventure/Food
From his bid to become Eudora Welty's lawn boy to the time George Plimpton offered to punch him in the nose, lineage
has always been important to Rick Bass. Now at a turning point--in his midfifties, with his long marriage dissolved and
his grown daughters out of the house--Bass strikes out on a journey of thanksgiving. His aim: to make a memorable meal
for each of his mentors, to express his gratitude for the way they have shaped not only his writing but his life.
The result, an odyssey to some of America's most iconic writers, is also a record of self-transformation as Bass seeks to
recapture the fire that drove him as a young man. Along the way we join in escapades involving smuggled contraband, an
exploding grill, a trail of blood through Heathrow airport, an episode of dog-watching with Amy Hempel in Central Park,
and a near run-in with plague-ridden prairie dogs on the way to see Lorrie Moore, as well as heartwarming and bittersweet
10

final meals with the late Peter Matthiessen, John Berger, and Denis Johnson. Poignant, funny, and wistful, The Traveling
Feast is a guide to living well and an unforgettable adventure that nourishes and renews the spirit.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“MY GIRLS” by Todd Fisher-Non-fiction/Memoir
A revelatory and touching tribute to the lives of Carrie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds written by the person who knew them
best, Todd Fisher’s poignant memoir is filled with moving stories of growing up among Hollywood royalty and illustrated
with never-before-seen photos and memorabilia.
In December 2016, the world was shaken by the sudden deaths of Carrie Fisher and her mother Debbie Reynolds, two
unspeakable losses that occurred in less than twenty-four hours. The stunned public turned for solace to Debbie’s only
remaining child, Todd Fisher, who somehow retained his grace and composure under the glare of the media spotlight as
he struggled with his own overwhelming grief.
The son of "America’s Sweethearts" Debbie Reynolds and Eddie Fisher, Todd grew up amid the glamorous wealth and
pretense of Hollywood. Thanks to his funny, loving, no-nonsense mother, Todd remained down to earth, his own man, but
always close to his cherished mom, and to his sister through her meteoric rise to stardom and her struggle with demons
that never diminished her humor, talent, or spirit.
Now, Todd shares his heart and his memories of Debbie and Carrie with deeply personal stories from his earliest years to
those last unfathomable days. His book, part memoir, part homage, celebrates their legacies through a more intimate,
poignant, and often hilarious portrait of these two remarkable women than has ever been revealed before.
With thirty-two pages of never-before-seen photos and memorabilia from his family’s private archives, Todd’s book is a
love letter to a sister and a mother, and a gift to countless fans who are mourning the deaths of these two unforgettable
stars.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“SOMEBODY I USED TO KNOW” by Wendy Mitchell-Non-Fiction/Memoir
Wendy Mitchell had a busy job with the British National Health Service, raised her two daughters alone, and spent her
weekends running and climbing mountains. Then, slowly, a mist settled deep inside the mind she once knew so well,
blurring the world around her. She didn’t know it then, but dementia was starting to take hold. In 2014, at age fifty-eight,
she was diagnosed with young-onset Alzheimer’s.
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In this groundbreaking book, Mitchell shares the heartrending story of her cognitive decline and how she has fought to
stave it off. What lay ahead of her after the diagnosis was scary and unknowable, but Mitchell was determined and
resourceful, and she vowed to outwit the disease for as long as she could.
As Mitchell learned to embrace her new life, she began to see her condition as a gift, a chance to experience the world
with fresh eyes and to find her own way to make a difference. Even now, her sunny outlook persists: She devotes her time
to educating doctors, caregivers, and other people living with dementia, helping to reduce the stigma surrounding this
insidious disease.
Still living independently, Mitchell now uses Post-it notes and technology to remind her of her routines and has created a
“memory room” where she displays photos—with labels—of her daughters, friends, and special places. It is a room where
she feels calm and happy, especially on days when the mist descends.
A chronicle of one woman’s struggle to make sense of her shifting world and her mortality, Somebody I Used to Know
offers a powerful rumination on memory, perception, and the simple pleasure of living in the moment. Philosophical,
poetic, intensely personal, and ultimately hopeful, this moving memoir is both a tribute to the woman Wendy Mitchell
used to be and a brave affirmation of the woman she has become.
Find in Merlin Catalog

“IN SEARCH OF MARY SHELLEY” by Fiona Sampson-Non-fiction/Biography/Women Authors
We know the facts of Mary Shelley’s life in some detail―the death of her mother, Mary Wollstonecraft, within days of
her birth; the upbringing in the house of her father, William Godwin, in a house full of radical thinkers, poets,
philosophers, and writers; her elopement, at the age of seventeen, with Percy Shelley; the years of peripatetic travel across
Europe that followed. But there has been no literary biography written this century, and previous books have ignored the
real person―what she actually thought and felt and why she did what she did―despite the fact that Mary and her group
of second-generation Romantics were extremely interested in the psychological aspect of life.
In this probing narrative, Fiona Sampson pursues Mary Shelley through her turbulent life, much as Victor Frankenstein
tracked his monster across the arctic wastes. Sampson has written a book that finally answers the question of how it was
that a nineteen-year-old came to write a novel so dark, mysterious, anguished, and psychologically astute that it continues
to resonate two centuries later. No previous biographer has ever truly considered this question, let alone answered it.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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“PAUL SIMON: THE LIFE” by Robert Hilburn-Non-fiction/Biography
For more than fifty years, Paul Simon has spoken to us in songs about alienation, doubt, resilience, and empathy in ways
that have established him as one of the most beloved artists in American pop music history. Songs like “The Sound of
Silence,” “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” “Still Crazy After All These Years,” and “Graceland” have moved beyond the
sales charts and into our cultural consciousness. But Simon is a deeply private person who has resisted speaking to us
outside of his music. He has said he will not write an autobiography or memoir, and he has refused to talk to previous
biographers.
Finally, Simon has opened up—for more than one hundred hours of interviews—to Robert Hilburn, whose biography of
Johnny Cash was named by Michiko Kakutani of the New York Times as one of her ten favorite books of 2013. The result
is a landmark book that will take its place as the defining biography of one of America’s greatest artists.
Find in Merlin Catalog
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